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horn in normal labor, at full term, or slightly more than average develop¬ 
ment. At birth the mouth was not wiped or washed out, and the 
child was nursed by the mother. At first it gained in weight, and 
then commenced to lose, with frequent vomiting. Six days after birth 
the child had an excessive seropurulcnt discharge from the nose. On 
inspecting the mouth a reddened area covered with a yellowish secre¬ 
tion was found, and bacteriological cultures were made from this 
region. Diphtheria was excluded, and the child’s temperature was 
normal. The condition increased until the child was unable to nurse 
or drink, and was fed by the introduction of a catheter into the stomach. 
The child frequently vomited a thick, yellowish membrane. Neurotic 
particles were finally discharged, and the mouth and gums bled freely. 
The child died cyanotic. Oil section extensive membranous inflam¬ 
mation of the pharynx and larynx were present. There was a neurotic 
condition of the mucous membrane of the esophagus and stomach, 
with beginning bronchopneumonia. The lungs were emphysematous, 
the intestine empty. The liver and spleen were swollen, and from the 
neurotic tissue hemolytic streptococci were isolated. The mother’s 
puerperal period was normal, although hemolytic streptococci were 
obtained by culture from the lochial discharge. The second case was 
that of an infant bom in normal labor, the umbilical cord wound once 
around the neck, causing slight asphyxia. The mouth of the child 
was cleansed with sterile linen. The child was slightly premature. It 
nursed the mother normally, hut on the sixth day began to have a 
discharge from the nose. The Wasscmiann reaction was negative 
for mother and child. The child died with the symptoms reported 
in the previous case, and autopsy showed evidence of extensive septic 
absorption. The mother had mastitis in the right breast, caused by 
hemolytic streptococci, which were also obtained from the lochia! 
discharge. She evidently made a good recovery. The third case was 
that of an infant bom in transverse position, with lateral placenta 
pnevia. Version and extraction were perforated, the child being slightly 
asphyxiated, but readily revived. The mouth was washed out at the 
time. The child was above the average in development, but did not 
nurse well, and speedily lost weight. Seven days after birth a nasal 
discharge began containing streptococci. Swelling of the mouth and 
gums developed, with a yellowish exudate, followed by rapid failure of 
strength, and death. Autopsy showed hemorrhagic necrosis in the 
mucous membrane of the mouth, esophagus, and stomach. The 
infective agent was the hemolytic streptococcus. This was found in the 
mother’s discharge, although she made a good recovery, with but one 
very slight elevation of temperature. These cases are diagnosticated 
as Bcdnar’s aphthtc, complicated by a streptococcus infection. 


The Disinfection of the Hands by Acetone Alcohol.— Habeiile 
(Zcils. f. Gcburts. v. Gynak ., 1911 Band lxix, Heft 2,) reports the 
results from his experiments in Hofmeier’s clinic at Wurzberg, with 
disinfecting the hands by acetone alcohol. In 25 experiments the 
hands were rendered practically sterile, and so remained during and 
after the operations performed. These experiments were made upon 
persons who were not skilled surgeons, and assistants who were not 
proficient in minute technique. The hands in many operations became 
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somewhat sodden with moisture, and the virtue of the acetone alcohol 
method lies in its efficient action upon the upper layers of the skin. 
There seemed to be no practical difference in the action of a 20, 30, or 
50 per cent, mixture of acetone and alcohol. As acetone is more costly 
than alcohol, this might become for extensive use a matter of import¬ 
ance. It is probable, however, that the higher percentage of acetone 
increases Hie action of the alcohol. In experimenting, the hands were 
artificially infected with staphylococci and allowed to dry completely 
in atmosphere. The use of 30 per cent, acetone alcohol produces 
efficient disinfection. As regards the permanency of its action, the 
hands previously disinfected with acetone alcohol were examined after 
operations lasting thirty minutes, when perspiration forming in the 
hands had moistened the skin. It was found that .the method was 
efficient, and that even when germs were present they were in the 
vegetating form and not actively virulent. It is believed that if 
possible tlie bands should be brushed for three minutes with hot 
water and soap, followed by the application of acetone alcohol as soon 
as possible. Where but a short time can be taken in this washing, the 
acetone alcohol should be used a longer time, if possible. To test the 
efficiency of the method, the hands were disinfected with acetone 
alcohol, and then inserted into very large sterile rubber gloves, con¬ 
taining warm sterile water, and the hands thoroughly soaked and 
rubbed in these gloves. The gloves were gauntlets extending to the 
elbow, and the temperature of the water was kept as high as it could 
be borne. After thirty minutes the gloves were carefully removed and 
the water examined for bacteria. A portion of them were found 
sterile; others had a few bacteria, non-pathogenic; and others had a 
small number of bacteria. His experience shows that this method 
efficiently disinfects the superficial layers of the skin of the hand for 
at least thirty minutes. Operators can readily repeat the disinfection 
at these intervals during a prolonged operation. In this connection 
recent experiments in von HerfT’s clinic at Basle, made by Hussy 
(Zcits. f. Gcburts. v. Gynak ., Band Ixix, Heft 2, 1911) are of interest 
He has experimented with an alcoholic preparation of soap, which he 
described os a 10 per cent, tetra-cthylen soap. It is non-irritating and 
efficient in disinfecting the skin. It may be used by rubbing the parts 
with sterile cotton pledgets and the suds Washed away with sterile 
water, or 9G per cent, alcohol, with pieces of sterile flannel. After 
mechanical cleansing of the nails a similar process may be employed 
upon the hands. 


The Wassermann Reaction, with or without Treatment by Salvarsan. 
—Hermann and Stern ( Zcit . /. Gcburts. w. Gynak., 1911, Band lxix, 
Heft 2,) have investigated the importance of the Wassermann reaction 
in the diagnosis of syphilis complicating pregnancy. In SO cases of 
pregnant women the reaction was negative in 61, and positive in 19. 
Among these 19 a positive diagnosis of syphilis could be made from 
skin lesions in S; in 4 the history was very significant of syphilis from 
the birth of a macerated child, and from other circumstances. In 2 
syphilis was evidently present, from the repeated birth of macerated 
children; in 3 the Wassermann reaction was positive, although tlie 
mother showed no signs; but in 2 cases the children were syphilitic. 



